APPENDIX A

CALIFORNIA CODES
GOVERNMENT CODE
SECTION 65300-65303.4

65300. Each planning agency shall prepare and the legislative body of each county and
city shall adopt a comprehensive, long-term general plan for the physical development
of the county or city, and of any land outside its boundaries which in the planning
agency's judgment bears relation to its planning. Chartered cities shall adopt general
plans which contain the mandatory elements specified in Section 65302.

65300.5. In construing the provisions of this article, the Legislature intends that the
general plan and elements and parts thereof comprise an integrated, internally
consistent and compatible statement of policies for the adopting agency.

65300.7. The Legislature finds that the diversity of the state's communities and their
residents requires planning agencies and legislative bodies to implement this article in
ways that accommodate local conditions and circumstances, while meeting its minimum
requirements.

65300.9. The Legislature recognizes that the capacity of California cities and counties
to respond to state planning laws varies due to the legal differences between cities and
counties, both charter and general law, and to differences among them in physical size
and characteristics, population size and density, fiscal and administrative capabilities,
land use and development issues, and human needs. It is the intent of the Legislature
in enacting this chapter to provide an opportunity for each city and county to coordinate
its local budget planning and local planning for federal and state program activities,
such as community development, with the local land use planning process, recognizing
that each city and county is required to establish its own appropriate balance in the
context of the local situation when allocating resources to meet these purposes.

65301. (a) The general plan shall be so prepared that all or individual elements of it
may be adopted by the legislative body, and so that it may be adopted by the legislative
body for all or part of the territory of the county or city and such other territory outside its
boundaries which in its judgment bears relation to its planning. The general plan may
be adopted in any format deemed appropriate or convenient by the legislative body,
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including the combining of elements. The legislative body may adopt all or part of a
plan of another public agency in satisfaction of all or part of the requirements of Section
65302 if the plan of the other public agency is sufficiently detailed and its contents are
appropriate, as determined by the legislative body, for the adopting city or county.

(b) The general plan may be adopted as a single document or as a group of
documents relating to subjects or geographic segments of the planning area.

(c) The general plan shall address each of the elements specified in Section
65302 to the extent that the subject of the element exists in the planning area. The
degree of specificity and level of detail of the discussion of each such element shall
reflect local conditions and circumstances. However, this section shall not affect the
requirements of subdivision (c) of Section 65302, nor be construed to expand or limit
the authority of the Department of Housing and Community Development to review
housing elements pursuant to Section 50459 of the Health and Safety Code.

The requirements of this section shall apply to charter cities.

65301.5. The adoption of the general plan or any part or element thereof or the
adoption of any amendment to such plan or any part or element thereof is a legislative
act which shall be reviewable pursuant to Section 1085 of the Code of Civil Procedure.

65302. The general plan shall consist of a statement of development policies and shall
include a diagram or diagrams and text setting forth objectives, principles, standards,
and plan proposals. The plan shall include the following elements:

(a) A land use element that designates the proposed general distribution and
general location and extent of the uses of the land for housing, business, industry, open
space, including agriculture, natural resources, recreation, and enjoyment of scenic
beauty, education, public buildings and grounds, solid and liquid waste disposal
facilities, and other categories of public and private uses of land. The land use element
shall include a statement of the standards of population density and building intensity
recommended for the various districts and other territory covered by the plan. The land
use element shall identify areas covered by the plan which are subject to flooding and
shall be reviewed annually with respect to those areas. The land use element shall also
do both of the following:

(1) Designate in a land use category that provides for timber production those
parcels of real property zoned for timberland production pursuant to the California
Timberland Productivity Act of 1982, Chapter 6.7 (commencing with Section 51100) of
Part 1 of Division 1 of Title 5.

(2) Consider the impact of new growth on military readiness activities carried
out on military bases, installations, and operating and training areas, when proposing
zoning ordinances or designating land uses covered by the general plan for land, or
other territory adjacent to military facilities, or underlying designated military aviation
routes and airspace.
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(A) In determining the impact of new growth on military readiness activities,
information provided by military facilities shall be considered. Cities and counties shall
address military impacts based on information from the military and other sources.

(B) The following definitions govern this paragraph:

() "Military readiness activities" mean all of the following:

() Training, support, and operations that prepare the men and women of the
military for combat.

(I1) Operation, maintenance, and security of any military installation.

(1) Testing of military equipment, vehicles, weapons, and sensors for proper
operation or suitability for combat use.

(i) "Military installation"” means a base, camp, post, station, yard, center,
homeport facility for any ship, or other activity under the jurisdiction of the United States
Department of Defense as defined in paragraph (1) of subsection (e) of Section 2687 of
Title 10 of the United States Code.

(b) A circulation element consisting of the general location and extent of
existing and proposed major thoroughfares, transportation routes, terminals, any military
airports and ports, and other local public utilities and facilities, all correlated with the
land use element of the plan.

(c) A housing element as provided in Article 10.6 (commencing with Section
65580).

(d) A conservation element for the conservation, development, and utilization of
natural resources including water and its hydraulic force, forests, soils, rivers and other
waters, harbors, fisheries, wildlife, minerals, and other natural resources. The
conservation element shall consider the effect of development within the jurisdiction, as
described in the land use element, on natural resources located on public lands,
including military installations. That portion of the conservation element including waters
shall be developed in coordination with any countywide water agency and with all
district and city agencies that have developed, served, controlled or conserved water for
any purpose for the county or city for which the plan is prepared. Coordination shall
include the discussion and evaluation of any water supply and demand information
described in Section 65352.5, if that information has been submitted by the water
agency to the city or county. The conservation element may also cover the following:

(1) The reclamation of land and waters.

(2) Prevention and control of the pollution of streams and other waters.

(3) Regulation of the use of land in stream channels and other areas required
for the accomplishment of the conservation plan.

(4) Prevention, control, and correction of the erosion of soils, beaches, and
shores.

(5) Protection of watersheds.

(6) The location, quantity and quality of the rock, sand and gravel resources.

(7) Flood control.

The conservation element shall be prepared and adopted no later than
December 31, 1973.

(e) An open-space element as provided in Article 10.5 (commencing with
Section 65560).
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() A noise element which shall identify and appraise noise problems in the
community. The noise element shall recognize the guidelines established by the Office
of Noise Control in the State Department of Health Services and shall analyze and
guantify, to the extent practicable, as determined by the legislative body, current and
projected noise levels for all of the following sources:

(1) Highways and freeways.

(2) Primary arterials and major local streets.

(3) Passenger and freight on-line railroad operations and ground rapid transit
systems.

(4) Commercial, general aviation, heliport, helistop, and military airport
operations, aircraft overflights, jet engine test stands, and all other ground facilities and
maintenance functions related to airport operation.

(5) Local industrial plants, including, but not limited to, railroad classification
yards.

(6) Other ground stationary noise sources, including, but not limited to, military
installations, identified by local agencies as contributing to the community noise
environment.

Noise contours shall be shown for all of these sources and stated in terms of
community noise equivalent level (CNEL) or day-night average level (Ldn). The noise
contours shall be prepared on the basis of noise monitoring or following generally
accepted noise modeling techniques for the various sources identified in paragraphs (1)
to (6), inclusive.

The noise contours shall be used as a guide for establishing a pattern of land
uses in the land use element that minimizes the exposure of community residents to
excessive noise. The noise element shall include implementation measures and
possible solutions that address existing and foreseeable noise problems, if any. The
adopted noise element shall serve as a guideline for compliance with the state's noise
insulation standards.

(9) A safety element for the protection of the community from any unreasonable
risks associated with the effects of seismically induced surface rupture, ground shaking,
ground failure, tsunami, seiche, and dam failure; slope instability leading to mudslides
and landslides; subsidence, liquefaction and other seismic hazards identified pursuant
to Chapter 7.8 (commencing with Section 2690) of the Public Resources Code, and
other geologic hazards known to the legislative body; flooding; and wild land and urban
fires. The safety element shall include mapping of known seismic and other geologic
hazards. It shall also address evacuation routes, military installations, peakload water
supply requirements, and minimum road widths and clearances around structures, as
those items relate to identified fire and geologic hazards.

(1) Prior to the periodic review of its general plan and prior to preparing or
revising its safety element, each city and county shall consult the Division of Mines and
Geology of the Department of Conservation and the Office of Emergency Services for
the purpose of including information known by and available to the department and the
office required by this subdivision.

(2) To the extent that a county's safety element is sufficiently detailed and
contains appropriate policies and programs for adoption by a city, a city may adopt that
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portion of the county's safety element that pertains to the city's planning area in
satisfaction of the requirement imposed by this subdivision.

65302.1. (a) The Legislature finds and declares all of the following:

(1) The San Joaquin Valley has a serious air pollution problem that will take the
cooperation of land use and transportation planning agencies, transit operators, the
development community, the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District and the
public to solve. The solution to the problem requires changes in the way we have
traditionally built our communities and constructed the transportation systems. It
involves a fundamental shift in priorities from emphasis on mobility for the occupants of
private automobiles to a multimodal system that more efficiently uses scarce resources.
It requires a change in attitude from the public to support development patterns and
transportation systems different from the status quo.

(2) In 2003 the district published a document entitled, Air Quality Guidelines for
General Plans. This report is a comprehensive guidance document and resource for
cities and counties to use to include air quality in their general plans. It includes goals,
policies, and programs that when adopted in a general plan will reduce vehicle trips and
miles traveled and improve air quality.

(3) Air quality guidelines are recommended strategies that do, when it is
feasible, all of the following:

(A) Determine and mitigate project level and cumulative air quality impacts
under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Division 13 (commencing with
Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code).

(B) Integrate land use plans, transportation plans, and air quality plans.

(C) Plan land uses in ways that support a multimodal transportation system.

(D) Local action to support programs that reduce congestion and vehicle trips.

(E) Plan land uses to minimize exposure to toxic air pollutant emissions from
industrial and other sources.

(F) Reduce particulate matter emissions from sources under local jurisdiction.

(G) Support district and public utility programs to reduce emissions from energy
consumption and area sources.

(4) The benefits of including air quality concerns within local general plans
include, but are not limited to, all of the following:

(A) Lower infrastructure costs.

(B) Lower public service costs.

(C) More efficient transit service.

(D) Lower costs for comprehensive planning.

(E) Streamlining of the permit process.

(F) Improved mobility for the elderly and children.

(b) The legislative body of each city and county within the jurisdictional
boundaries of the district shall amend the appropriate elements of its general plan,
which may include, but are not limited to, the required elements dealing with land use,
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circulation, housing, conservation, and open space, to include data and analysis, goals,
policies, and objectives, and feasible implementation strategies to improve air quality.

(c) The adoption of air quality amendments to a general plan to comply with the
requirements of subdivision (d) shall include all of the following:

(1) A report describing local air quality conditions including air quality
monitoring data, emission inventories, lists of significant source categories, attainment
status and designations, and applicable state and federal air quality plans and
transportation plans.

(2) A summary of local, district, state, and federal policies, programs, and
regulations that may improve air quality in the city or county.

(3) A comprehensive set of goals, policies, and objectives that may improve air
guality consistent with the strategies listed in paragraph (3) of subdivision (a).

(4) A set of feasible implementation measures designed to carry out those
goals, policies, and objectives.

(d) At least 45 days prior to the adoption of air quality amendments to a general
plan pursuant to this section, each city and county shall send a copy of its draft
document to the district. The district may review the draft amendments to determine
whether they may improve air quality consistent with the strategies listed in paragraph
(3) of subdivision (a). Within 30 days of receiving the draft amendments, the district
shall send any comments and advice to the city or county. The legislative body of the
city or county shall consider the district's comments and advice prior to the final
adoption of air quality amendments to the general plan. If the district's comments and
advice are not available by the time scheduled for the final adoption of air quality
amendments to the general plan, the legislative body of the city or county may act
without them. The district's comments shall be advisory to the city or county.

(e) The legislative body of each city and county within the jurisdictional
boundaries of the district shall comply with this section no later than one year from the
date specified in Section 65588 for the next revision of its housing element that occurs
after January 1, 2004.

() As used in this section, "district” means the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution
Control District.

65302.2. Upon the adoption, or revision, of a city or county's general plan, on or after
January 1, 1996, the city or county shall utilize as a source document any urban water
management plan submitted to the city or county by a water agency.

65302.3. (a) The general plan, and any applicable specific plan prepared pursuant to
Article 8 (commencing with Section 65450), shall be consistent with the plan adopted or
amended pursuant to Section 21675 of the Public Utilities Code.

(b) The general plan, and any applicable specific plan, shall be amended, as
necessary, within 180 days of any amendment to the plan required under Section 21675
of the Public Utilities Code.
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(c) If the legislative body does not concur with any provision of the plan
required under Section 21675 of the Public Utilities Code, it may satisfy the provisions
of this section by adopting findings pursuant to Section 21676 of the Public Utilities
Code.

(d) In each county where an airport land use commission does not exist, but
where there is a military airport, the general plan, and any applicable specific plan
prepared pursuant to Article 8 (commencing with Section 65450), shall be consistent
with the safety and noise standards in the Air Installation Compatible Use Zone
prepared for that military airport.

65302.4. The text and diagrams in the land use element that address the location and
extent of land uses, and the zoning ordinances that implement these provisions, may
also express community intentions regarding urban form and design. These
expressions may differentiate neighborhoods, districts, and corridors, provide for a
mixture of land uses and housing types within each, and provide specific measures for
regulating relationships between buildings, and between buildings and outdoor public
areas, including streets.

65302.5. (a) At least 45 days prior to adoption or amendment of the safety element,
each county and city shall submit to the Division of Mines and Geology of the
Department of Conservation one copy of a draft of the safety element or amendment
and any technical studies used for developing the safety element. The division may
review drafts submitted to it to determine whether they incorporate known seismic and
other geologic hazard information, and report its findings to the planning agency within
30 days of receipt of the draft of the safety element or amendment pursuant to this
subdivision. The legislative body shall consider the division's findings prior to final
adoption of the safety element or amendment unless the division's findings are not
available within the above prescribed time limits or unless the division has indicated to
the city or county that the division will not review the safety element. If the division's
findings are not available within those prescribed time limits, the legislative body may
take the division's findings into consideration at the time it considers future amendments
to the safety element. Each county and city shall provide the division with a copy of its
adopted safety element or amendments. The division may review adopted safety
elements or amendments and report its findings. All findings made by the division shall
be advisory to the planning agency and legislative body.

(1) The draft element of or draft amendment to the safety element of a county
or a city's general plan shall be submitted to the State Board of Forestry and Fire
Protection and to every local agency that provides fire protection to territory in the city or
county at least 90 days prior to either of the following:

(A) The adoption or amendment to the safety element of its general plan for
each county that contains state responsibility areas.
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(B) The adoption or amendment to the safety element of its general plan for
each city or county that contains a very high fire hazard severity zone as defined
pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 51177.

(2) A county that contains state responsibility areas and a city or county that
contains a very high fire hazard severity zone as defined pursuant to subdivision (b) of
Section 51177, shall submit for review the safety element of its general plan to the State
Board of Forestry and Fire Protection and to every local agency that provides fire
protection to territory in the city or county in accordance with the following dates as
specified, unless the local government submitted the element within five years prior to
that date:

(A) Local governments within the regional jurisdiction of the San Diego
Association of Governments: December 31, 2010.

(B) Local governments within the regional jurisdiction of the Southern California
Association of Governments: December 31, 2011.

(C) Local governments within the regional jurisdiction of the Association of Bay
Area Governments: December 31, 2012.

(D) Local governments within the regional jurisdiction of the Council of Fresno
County Governments, the Kern County Council of Governments, and the Sacramento
Area Council of Governments: June 30, 2013.

(E) Local governments within the regional jurisdiction of the Association of
Monterey Bay Area Governments: December 31, 2014.

(F) All other local governments: December 31, 2015.

(3) The State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection shall, and a local agency
may, review the draft or an existing safety element and report its written
recommendations to the planning agency within 60 days of its receipt of the draft or
existing safety element. The State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection and local
agency shall review the draft or existing safety element and may offer written
recommendations for changes to the draft or existing safety element regarding both of
the following:

(A) Uses of land and policies in state responsibility areas and very high fire
hazard severity zones that will protect life, property, and natural resources from
unreasonable risks associated with wildland fires.

(B) Methods and strategies for wildland fire risk reduction and prevention within
state responsibility areas and very high hazard severity zones.

(b) Prior to the adoption of its draft element or draft amendment, the board of
supervisors of the county or the city council of a city shall consider the
recommendations made by the State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection and any
local agency that provides fire protection to territory in the city or county. If the board of
supervisors or city council determines not to accept all or some of the
recommendations, if any, made by the State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection or
local agency, the board of supervisors or city council shall communicate in writing to the
State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection or to the local agency, its reasons for not
accepting the recommendations.

(c) If the State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection or local agency's
recommendations are not available within the time limits required by this section, the
board of supervisors or city council may act without those recommendations. The board
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of supervisors or city council shall take the recommendations into consideration at the
next time it considers amendments pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (a).

65302.8. If a county or city, including a charter city, adopts or amends a mandatory
general plan element which operates to limit the number of housing units which may be
constructed on an annual basis, such adoption or amendment shall contain findings
which justify reducing the housing opportunities of the region. The findings shall include
all of the following:

(a) A description of the city's or county's appropriate share of the regional need
for housing.

(b) A description of the specific housing programs and activities being
undertaken by the local jurisdiction to fulfill the requirements of subdivision (c) of
Section 65302.

(c) A description of how the public health, safety, and welfare would be
promoted by such adoption or amendment.

(d) The fiscal and environmental resources available to the local jurisdiction.

65303. The general plan may include any other elements or address any other subjects
which, in the judgment of the legislative body, relate to the physical development of the
county or city.

65303.4. The Department of Water Resources and the Department of Fish and Game
may develop site design and planning policies to assist local agencies which request
help in implementing the general plan guidelines for meeting flood control objectives
and other land management needs.

GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 65560-65570

65560. (a) "Local open-space plan” is the open-space element of a county or city
general plan adopted by the board or council, either as the local open-space plan or as
the interim local open-space plan adopted pursuant to Section 65563.

(b) "Open-space land" is any parcel or area of land or water that is essentially
unimproved and devoted to an open-space use as defined in this section, and that is
designated on a local, regional or state open-space plan as any of the following:

(1) Open space for the preservation of natural resources including, but not
limited to, areas required for the preservation of plant and animal life, including habitat
for fish and wildlife species; areas required for ecologic and other scientific study
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purposes; rivers, streams, bays and estuaries; and coastal beaches, lakeshores, banks
of rivers and streams, and watershed lands.

(2) Open space used for the managed production of resources, including but
not limited to, forest lands, rangeland, agricultural lands and areas of economic
importance for the production of food or fiber; areas required for recharge of
groundwater basins; bays, estuaries, marshes, rivers and streams which are important
for the management of commercial fisheries; and areas containing major mineral
deposits, including those in short supply.

(3) Open space for outdoor recreation, including but not limited to, areas of
outstanding scenic, historic and cultural value; areas particularly suited for park and
recreation purposes, including access to lakeshores, beaches, and rivers and streams;
and areas which serve as links between major recreation and open-space reservations,
including utility easements, banks of rivers and streams, trails, and scenic highway
corridors.

(4) Open space for public health and safety, including, but not limited to, areas
which require special management or regulation because of hazardous or special
conditions such as earthquake fault zones, unstable soil areas, flood plains,
watersheds, areas presenting high fire risks, areas required for the protection of water
quality and water reservoirs and areas required for the protection and enhancement of
air quality.

(5) Open space in support of the mission of military installations that comprises
areas adjacent to military installations, military training routes, and underlying restricted
airspace that can provide additional buffer zones to military activities and complement
the resource values of the military lands.

(6) Open space for the protection of places, features, and objects described in
Sections 5097.9 and 5097.995 of the Public Resources Code.

65561. The Legislature finds and declares as follows:

(a) That the preservation of open-space land, as defined in this article, is
necessary not only for the maintenance of the economy of the state, but also for the
assurance of the continued availability of land for the production of food and fiber, for
the enjoyment of scenic beauty, for recreation and for the use of natural resources.

(b) That discouraging premature and unnecessary conversion of open-space
land to urban uses is a matter of public interest and will be of benefit to urban dwellers
because it will discourage noncontiguous development patterns which unnecessarily
increase the costs of community services to community residents.

(c) That the anticipated increase in the population of the state demands that
cities, counties, and the state at the earliest possible date make definite plans for the
preservation of valuable open-space land and take positive action to carry out such
plans by the adoption and strict administration of laws, ordinances, rules and
regulations as authorized by this chapter or by other appropriate methods.

(d) That in order to assure that the interests of all its people are met in the
orderly growth and development of the state and the preservation and conservation of
its resources, it is necessary to provide for the development by the state, regional
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agencies, counties and cities, including charter cities, of statewide coordinated plans for
the conservation and preservation of open-space lands.

(e) That for these reasons this article is necessary for the promotion of the
general welfare and for the protection of the public interest in open-space land.

65562. Itis the intent of the Legislature in enacting this article:

(a) To assure that cities and counties recognize that open-space land is a
limited and valuable resource which must be conserved wherever possible.

(b) To assure that every city and county will prepare and carry out open-space
plans which, along with state and regional open-space plans, will accomplish the
objectives of a comprehensive open-space program.

65562.5. On and after March 1, 2005, if land designated, or proposed to be designated
as open space, contains a place, feature, or object described in Sections 5097.9 and
5097.995 of the Public Resources Code, the city or county in which the place, feature,
or object is located shall conduct consultations with the California Native American tribe,
if any, that has given notice pursuant to Section 65092 for the purpose of determining
the level of confidentiality required to protect the specific identity, location, character, or
use of the place, feature, or object and for the purpose of developing treatment with
appropriate dignity of the place, feature, or object in any corresponding management
plan.

65563. On or before December 31, 1973, every city and county shall prepare, adopt
and submit to the Secretary of the Resources Agency a local open-space plan for the
comprehensive and long-range preservation and conservation of open-space land
within its jurisdiction. Every city and county shall by August 31, 1972, prepare, adopt
and submit to the Secretary of the Resources Agency, an interim open-space plan,
which shall be in effect until December 31, 1973, containing, but not limited to, the
following:

(a) The officially adopted goals and policies which will guide the preparation
and implementation of the open-space plan; and

(b) A program for orderly completion and adoption of the open-space plan by
December 31, 1973, including a description of the methods by which open-space
resources will be inventoried and conservation measures determined.

65564. Every local open-space plan shall contain an action program consisting of
specific programs which the legislative body intends to pursue in implementing its open-
space plan.
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65566. Any action by a county or city by which open-space land or any interest therein
is acquired or disposed of or its use restricted or regulated, whether or not pursuant to
this part, must be consistent with the local open-space plan.

65567. No building permit may be issued, no subdivision map approved, and no open-
space zoning ordinance adopted, unless the proposed construction, subdivision or
ordinance is consistent with the local open-space plan.

65568. If any provision of this article or the application thereof to any person is held
invalid, the remainder of the article and the application of such provision to other
persons shall not be affected thereby.

65570. (a) The Director of Conservation may establish, after notice and hearing, rules
and regulations, and require reports from local officials and may employ, borrow, or
contract for such staff or other forms of assistance as are reasonably necessary to carry
out this section, Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 16140) of Part 1 of Division 4 of
Title 2, and Section 612 of the Public Resources Code. In carrying out his or her duties
under those sections, it is the intention of the Legislature that the director shall consult
with the Director of Food and Agriculture and the Director of Planning and Research.

(b) Commencing July 1, 1986, and continuing biennially thereafter, the
Department of Conservation shall collect or acquire information on the amount of land
converted to or from agricultural use using 1984 baseline information as updated
pursuant to this section for every county for which Important Farmland Series maps
exist. On or before June 30, 1988, and continuing biennially thereafter, the department
shall report to the Legislature on the data collected pursuant to this section. In
reporting, the department shall specify, by category of agricultural land, the amount of
land converted to, or from, agricultural use, by county and on a statewide basis. The
department shall also report on the nonagricultural uses to which these agricultural
lands were converted or committed.

For the purposes of this section, the following definitions apply unless
otherwise specified:

(1) "Important Farmland Series maps" means those maps compiled by the
United States Soil Conservation Service and updated and modified by the Department
of Conservation.

(2) "Interim Farmland maps" means those maps prepared by the Department of
Conservation for areas that do not have the current soil survey information needed to
compile Important Farmland Series maps. The Interim Farmland maps shall indicate
areas of irrigated agriculture, dry-farmed agriculture, grazing lands, urban and built-up
lands, and any areas committed to urban or other nonagricultural uses.
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(3) "Category of agricultural land" means prime farmland, farmland of statewide
importance, unique farmland, and farmland of local importance, as defined pursuant to
United States Department of Agriculture land inventory and monitoring criteria, as
modified for California, and grazing land. "Grazing land" means land on which the
existing vegetation, whether grown naturally or through management, is suitable for
grazing or browsing of livestock.

(4) "Amount of land converted to agricultural use" means those lands which
were brought into agricultural use or reestablished in agricultural use and were not
shown as agricultural land on Important Farmland Series maps maintained by the
Department of Conservation in the most recent biennial report.

(5) "Amount of land converted from agricultural use" means those lands which
were permanently converted or committed to urban or other nonagricultural uses and
were shown as agricultural land on Important Farmland Series maps maintained by the
Department of Conservation and in the most recent biennial report.

(c) Beginning August 1, 1986, and continuing biennially thereafter, the
Department of Conservation shall update and send counties copies of current Important
Farmland Series maps. Counties may review the maps and notify the department
within 90 days of any changes in agricultural land pursuant to subdivision (b) that
occurred during the previous fiscal year, and note and request correction of any
discrepancies or errors in the classification of agricultural lands on the maps. The
department shall make those corrections requested by counties. The department shall
provide staff assistance, as available, to collect or acquire information on the amount of
land converted to, or from, agricultural use for those counties for which Important
Farmland Series maps exist.

(d) The Department of Conservation may also acquire any supplemental
information which becomes available from new soil surveys and establish comparable
baseline data for counties not included in the 1984 baseline, and shall report on the
data pursuant to this section. The Department of Conservation may prepare Interim
Farmland maps to supplement the Important Farmland Series maps.

(e) The Legislature finds that the purpose of the Important Farmland Series
maps and the Interim Farmland maps is not to consider the economic viability of
agricultural lands or their current designation in the general plan. The purpose of the
maps is limited to the preparation of an inventory of agricultural lands, as defined in this
chapter, as well as land already committed to future urban or other nonagricultural
purposes.
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